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June 24, 2019 

CONFERENCE ARRIVAL 

NIH Campus, Bethesda, Maryland 

7:30 a.m. SHUTTLE DEPARTS FROM HOTEL TO NIH CAMPUS 

Drop off at Building 45 

NIH ADVANCING DIVERSITY PROGRAMS CONFERENCE AGENDA 

Building 45 Room E1/E2, NIH Campus 

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Francis Collins – Director, National Institutes of Health 

Hannah Valantine – Chief Officer for Scientific Workforce Diversity, 

National Institutes of Health  

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. OPENING REMARKS 

FRAMING ORGANIZATIONAL APPROACHES 

Moderator: M. Roy Wilson, Wayne State University 

Freeman Hrabowski, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

Ambika Mathur, University of Texas, San Antonio 

DiOnetta Crayton, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

9:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. PANEL 1 

WHAT ARE INSTITUTIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND 

PROGRAMS THAT HELP PREPARE STUDENTS FOR THE 

TRANSITION BETWEEN UNDERGRADUATE AND 

GRADUATE SCHOOL? 

Moderator: Edwin Barea-Rodriguez, University of Texas, San Antonio 

5–minute presentations 

William LaCourse, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

Sheila Thomas, Harvard University 

Lourdes Echegoyen, University of Texas, El Paso 

John Matsui, University of California, Berkeley 

10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. DISCUSSION 

Moderator: Edwin Barea-Rodriguez, University of Texas, San Antonio 
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10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. RECAP 

Facilitator: Charlene Le Fauve, National Institutes of Health 

11:00 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. PANEL II 

WHAT ARE EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES FOR 

FACILITATING THE TRANSITION FROM 

UNDERGRADUATE TO GRADUATE SCHOOL? 

Moderator: Iris Romero, University of Chicago 

5–minute presentations 

George Langford, Syracuse University 

Shawn Abernathy, Howard University 

Connie Champagne, University of California, Davis 

11:25 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. DISCUSSION 

Moderator: Iris Romero, University of Chicago 

11:55 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. RECAP 

Facilitator: Tara Schwetz, National Institutes of Health 

12:10 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. LUNCH 

1:00 p.m. – 1:10 p.m. FRAMING REMARKS 

INSIGHTS FROM NIH DATA REGARDING TRANSITIONS 

ACROSS THE CAREER PATH 

Kay Lund – Director, Division of Biomedical Research Workforce, 

National Institutes of Health 

1:10 p.m. – 1:40 p.m. PANEL III 

WHAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF SUCCESSFUL 

POSTDOC AND FACULTY-ORIENTED PROGRAMS? 

Moderator: Sherilynn Black, Duke University 

5–minute presentations 

Lisa Schweibert, University of Alabama, Birmingham 

Alfred Mays, Burroughs Wellcome Fund 

Kay Lund, National Institutes of Health 

Roger Chalkley, Vanderbilt University 

1:40 p.m. – 2:10 p.m. DISCUSSION 

Moderator: Sherilynn Black, Duke University 

2:10 p.m. – 2:25 p.m. RECAP 

Facilitator: Tara Schwetz, National Institutes of Health 
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2:25 p.m. – 2:55 p.m. PANEL IV 

WHAT ARE THE PERSPECTIVES OF EARLY-STAGE 

FACULTY? 

Moderator:  Kenneth Gibbs, National Institutes of Health 

5–minute presentations 

Stanley Andrisse, Howard University 

Ishmail Abdus-Saboor, University of Pennsylvania 

Zelieann Craig, University of Arizona 

Katherine Clements, Vanderbilt University 

2:55 p.m. – 3:25 p.m. DISCUSSION 

Moderator: Kenneth Gibbs, National Institutes of Health 

3:25 p.m. – 3:40 p.m. RECAP 

Facilitator: Charlene Le Fauve, National Institutes of Health 

3:40 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. PANEL V 

WHAT IS REQUIRED OF A PROGRAM FOR IT TO BE 

SCALABLE AND SUSTAINABLE? 

Moderator: Clyde Yancy, Northwestern Medicine 

5–minute presentations 

Alison Gammie, National Institutes of Health  

Bishr Omary, University of Michigan 

Barbara Graves, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

Carlos Gutierrez, California State University, Los Angeles 

4:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. DISCUSSION 

Moderator: Clyde Yancy, Northwestern Medicine 

4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. RECAP 

Facilitator: Charlene Le Fauve, National Institutes of Health 

5:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. SUMMARY AND CLOSING REMARKS 

Tara Schwetz – Associate Deputy Director, National Institutes of 

Health 

Hannah Valantine – Chief Officer for Scientific Workforce Diversity, 

National Institutes of Health 

5:15 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. GROUP PHOTO 


